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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   30 Year Water Sector Strategy

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Department of Energy and Water Supply has released a discussion paper to guide the development of a 30 Year Water Sector Strategy.  In a Media Statement issued today Water Supply Minister Mark McArdle said the Discussion Paper, designed to facilitate active discussion and participation in creating a new path for Queensland’s water future in urban, rural, regional and remote communities, is a key element of the Newman Government’s Six Month Action Plan.  “The Discussion Paper focuses on what Queensland’s future water needs may look like and discusses and identifies the opportunities and challenges Queenslanders are likely to face over the next 30 years”. 

“All aspects of the water industry will be examined, including how water is supplied and delivered to the myriad of end users, operation of infrastructure and how to improve the integration of water and sewerage management,” he said. 

This link has the document available for download and further links including online feedback options: http://www.dews.qld.gov.au/policies/water-sector-reform
qldwater will be talking to members over the next few months and developing a submission along with LGAQ.  We encourage all to participate in this initiative which purports to shape the future of our industry.

Submissions close on Friday 29 March 2013.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.  Urban Water Security Research Alliance Annual Report

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Urban Water Security Research Alliance winds up its 5 year term shortly.  Its recently published annual report provides an excellent summary of the Alliance’s largely SEQ-focussed work and is available here http://www.urbanwateralliance.org.au/publications/UWSRA-Annual-Report-2011-12.pdf.

The web site includes links to a number of papers and other resources and there are more technical reports being produced over the coming months.  We will endeavour to sort through both this work and that of other research organisations with an interest in urban water for the qldwater site in early 2013.

Some of the research highlights include:

· Total water cycle planning

· Efficiency of decentralised systems

· PRW

· Stormwater harvesting

· Climate

· Evaporation loss

· Water-energy nexus

· Water quality monitoring technology

· Residential water end use study including the “rebound” effect following significant rainfall events in 2011

· Water source quality – hospital wastewater, DBPs, Bioassays, enhanced treatment and recycling, contaminants in dams, risk assessments

· Demand management and communication research

· Institutional change for water management

· Water smart cities

· Human factors in urban water system safety

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.  Repeal of Laws Mandating Energy Efficient Hot Water Systems & Water    Savings (Rainwater Tanks) Laws
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In case you missed announcements last week, Minister for Housing and Public Works Tim Mander has announced that these laws will be repealed in 2013.  

Rainwater tanks

This follows an independent cost-benefit analysis by the Queensland Competition Authority which determined that mandating rainwater tanks for new houses will generally outweigh the overall benefit to the community.  The QCA has recommended that local governments be able to seek approval to “opt in” to the laws where they can demonstrate that there will be a net benefit to the community.

Hot water systems

Energy efficient hot water system requirements for new and existing houses will also be repealed and the proposed national phase-out of electric hot water systems for existing homes will be discontinued in Queensland.

More information is available at:

http://www.hpw.qld.gov.au/aboutus/ReportsPublications/Newsletters/BuildingPlumbingNewsflash/Pages/default.aspx
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.  Happy Holidays from Queensland Water Directorate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our office will be closed from COB Friday 21 December 2012 and will reopen on Wednesday 2 January 2013.  
We wish all our members, colleagues and friends a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year from all of us at qldwater.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 
Visit qldwater at www.qldwater.com.au 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
